[image: ]
Press release: Publication by the United Nations Joint Human Rights Office of the main trends in human rights violations and abuses in the Democratic Republic of Congo, from 1 January to 31 December 2023 and response measures by national authorities during the year 2024.

KINSHASA, 26 February 2024 – As part of its mandate, the United Nations Joint Human Rights Office (UNJHRO) in the Democratic Republic of Congo closely monitors the human rights situation and analyses trends in violations and abuses committed in the country. These trends are regularly shared with competent authorities, for response action, including by bringing the alleged perpetrators to justice.
1. In 2023, the UNJHRO documented 5273 human rights violations and abuses throughout the national territory, an average of 439 violations and abuses per month, which represents a decrease of 12% compared to the previous year, confirming a trend already observed in the previous two years. This decrease reflects the decrease in the number of violations and abuses in the five conflict-affected provinces, with 4473 violations and abuses in 2023, compared to 5091 in 2022. 
2. As in previous years, members of armed groups committed the highest number of human rights violations documented throughout the country, accounting for 64 per cent (3349 violations). The number of documented human rights violations throughout the territory of the Democratic Republic of Congo, attributed to state agents, decreased by 19%, from 2400 violations in 2022, to 1947 violations in 2023. 
3. The majority of these violations and abuses were committed in the provinces affected by the conflict, mostly by members of armed groups (3,107 violations, or 77%). State agents were responsible for 900 violations (22%).
4. Notwithstanding the decrease in the number of human rights violations and abuses, the human rights situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo deteriorated in 2023, due to persistent attacks by the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), the Cooperative for the Development of Congo (CODECO), the March 23 Movement (M23) and various Mai-Mai factions, Nyatura and other Twirwaneho and Ngumino in Ituri, North Kivu and South Kivu. The worsening of inter-communal conflicts in the provinces of Mai-Ndombe and Tshopo has also contributed to the deterioration of the human rights situation in the provinces concerned.
5. Between 1 January and 31 December 2023, the UNJHRO documented cases of conflict-related sexual violence that affected 527 victims (509 women and 18 men), representing a 1% increase from the number of victims (514) for 2022. Members of armed groups were responsible for 83 per cent of these sexual violences, with a total of 437 victims.
6.  The Working Group on the Monitoring and Reporting of the Six Grave Violations against Children's Rights noted an increase of more than 10 per cent in the total number of verified violations compared to the previous year. 
7. The December 2023 elections were held in an environment marked violence, incitement and a further restriction on the civic space, as well as the exacerbation of poverty and inequalities, particularly affecting women, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities and those with albinism. In the east of the country, the M23 particularly targeted members of civil society and journalists in areas under its control. State agents committed the most election-related violations (215 violations out of 287 documented). Eleven civilians were killed by members of armed groups and eleven others by state agents throughout the process. 
8. During 2023, UNJHRO continued to support the efforts of national authorities to improve the behaviour of defence and security forces. Sixty-eight training and awareness-raising sessions were organized for 2,052 men and 354 women belonging to the Congolese National Police (PNC), the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) and other security forces. Also, as part of the United Nations' support to the Congolese security forces, the Secretariat of the Human Rights Due Diligence Policy within the UNJHRO conducted 347 risk analyses during which at least 819 profiles of FARDC officers, PNC agents and other individuals were reviewed. 
9. In 2023, the authorities made significant efforts to combat impunity for human rights violations and abuses, with at least 599 people (107 FARDC soldiers, 14 PNC officers, 319 members of armed groups and 159 civilians convicted of offences related to human rights violations and abuses. The UNJHRO continued to support the judicial authorities in this area, including by providing them with forensic expertise. For example, the UNJHRO provided logistical and financial support for the organization of 11 fact-finding missions, including one in Tanganyika province, eight in South Kivu and two in Ituri. In 2023, the UNJHRO forensic team conducted nine autopsies and organized several capacity-building activities for the benefit of judicial actors.
10. In the area of transitional justice, the UNJHRO continued to support the development of the national transitional justice process focused on the needs of victims, including by providing technical expertise to the Ministry of Human Rights in the organization of popular consultations on transitional justice and supporting the operationalization of the Kasai-Central Provincial Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission. 
11. In 2023, the Democratic Republic of the Congo maintained and strengthened its cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, towards advancing human rights in the country. On 12th December 2023 during the high-level segment held in Geneva as part of the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the DRC Human Rights Minister Albert Fabrice Puela, delivered a statement on behalf of President Tshisekedi and relevant authorities, making five major pledges to enhance human rights protection in the country: (1) to make every effort to reduce cases of violence against women and girls, through prevention, care and judicial repression; and to continue implementing the commitments made at the continental level in the context of positive masculinity. (2) make the right to development a reality through policies and legislative measures in various fields, including in the extractive industries sector, to remove obstacles to development and ensure environmental sustainability, and to materialize the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities, HIV/AIDS, as well as those with albinism and indigenous pygmy peoples, through concrete measures in the field of education and training, employment, housing, health, and access to justice; (3) strengthen the protection of civilians through community policing and a republican army that respects human rights, as well as through effective accountability mechanisms such as the Military Prosecutor's Office and the General Inspectorate of Police; and also strengthen the fight against impunity at all levels, including the use of forensic expertise; abuses and violations of civil and political rights, as well as the right to development and economic, social and cultural rights; through independent courts and tribunals with human and material resources to meet the needs of the Congolese population; (4) promote transitional justice through the implementation of the national transitional justice policy throughout the Democratic Republic of Congo and actively support the revitalization of the Human Rights Liaison Entity, which is the only framework for consultation and collaboration involving national and international actors working in the promotion and protection of human rights; and (5) strengthening civic space through the protection of the rights of human rights defenders and journalists and support for community-based organizations and associations committed to the inclusion and participation of women and youth in initiatives aimed at promoting peace, social cohesion, local development and environmental protection in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
12. The DRC authorities also supported the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 51/36 on technical assistance and capacity-building in the field of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Pursuant to this resolution, the team of international experts in the Democratic Republic of Congo carried out its missions in the country and in particular in Kananga in support of the activities of the Provincial Commission for Truth, Justice and Reconciliation.
13. Finally, UNJHRO continued to support national authorities in activities aimed at improving the human rights situation. At least 326 activities were organized during the year throughout the country, benefiting at least 13,892 men and 5,639 women (19,531 people). 
14. In 2024, the Democratic Republic of Congo's human rights performance will be reviewed by the Human Rights Council. The United Nations through UNJHRO, MONUSCO and all United Nations agencies, funds and programmes in the Democratic Republic of Congo will support the Government, the National Human Rights Commission and civil society organizations during the fourth cycle of the Universal Periodic Review of the Human Rights Council and in the implementation of its five commitments made in December 2023 by the authorities for greater protection of Human Rights in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

For inquiries and further information, please contact UNJHRO at the following address:
UNJHRO, MONUSCO HQ
12 avenue des aviateurs, Kinshasa Gombe
Email: monusco-jhro-drc@un.org
Telephone: +243 818 907 241
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